Private Percy Thomas Panter - Royal Marine Light Infantry, No. CH/1720/S

Percy Panter was born in Lavendon in 1895.
His parents were Thomas Panter and Jane
Holmes who married in 1891. In 1901
Thomas was working as a Shoe Rivetter,
living in Castle Road.

In 1911 Percy was still living with his parents
at home in Castle Road. His father Thomas
was working as a Stockman on a Farm and
Percy was working as a 16 year old Farm
Labourer. Three other siblings were also
living at home - Dora (age 13) worked as a
Servant Day Girl, Kenneth (age 9) and Reggie
(age 7) were at school. Percy also had an
older sister, Muriel Annie (age 18), who by
then was working as a Domestic Housemaid
in Croydon. The family were all born in
Lavendon.

In both the 1901 and 1911 census records,
Percy was living next door to Melbourne
Gammage in Castle Road who was 2 years
younger. Doubtless both were school friends
and played together; sadly both perished in
the Great War.

In due course the family moved from Castle
Road to the cottages in ‘Turvey Road’ that sit
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opposite the junction with Harrold Road. Percy’s
father is shown as ‘next of kin’ living at this address
when his son enlisted in Olney on 26 November
1915 at the age of 22yrs and 5 months. Percy’s
enlistment papers show him to have been 5ft 6%4ins
in height, a Baptist and Leatherworker by trade. He
was evidently of ‘very good’ character during his
early service.

It appears that Percy initially entered the Army but
on 12 October 1916 he reported to the Royal
Marines Depot at Deal probably for training. In mid-
December 1916 he joined the ‘Victory V' Royal
Marine Brigade. Only a few months later on about
28 April 1917 he was reported missing and evidently
he had become a Prisoner of War in German hands.

Left: The Royal Marine Light Infantry crest shown on
the left is taken from a silk badge enclosed in a
contemporary cigarette packet.
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During the latter part of 1917 or the early part of 1918, Percy was struck down by some form of
disease whilst a Prisoner of War - a disease from which he failed to recover. Thus, as his official
record states, Percy “died whilst PoW in German Hands” on 24 April 1918.
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Percy was buried at the Hamburg
Cemetery, Ohlsdorf, Germany, where his
memorial gravestone is to be found,
reference I.E.4.

CH/1720 (S) Private RMLI
P. T. PANTER
Royal Naval Division

24" April 1918 Age 24

GREATER LOVE

HATH NO MAN THAN THIS
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In Lobing Wemembrance of

Private Peren @ Panter,
2nd Royal Marine L.I. Batt., 63d (R.N.) Div.,
Prisoner of War,

A sudden change : at God's command he fell,
He had no chance to bid his friends farewell,
Affliction came, without warning given,

And bid him haste to meet his God in heaven.

Wiha died at Birkenmoor Camp, 24th April, 1918,
Aged 24 years,

* He laid down his life for his friends.”

Percy was awarded the British War medal and the Victory medal for his service to the nation. His

medals and the so-called ‘Death Penny’ shown below are in the possession of his nephew, John
Panter of Lavendon.
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was numbered amongthose who,
atthe call of King and Countryleftall
thatwas dear to them,endured hardness,
faced dangerand finally passedoutof
the sight of men by the path of duty
and self-sacrifice, giving up theirown
lives thatothersmightlivein frecdom.
Let those who comeafter seetoit
thathisnamebenot forgotten.

Pte.1 ergy 1 fomas Fanter, R M.

T-N - Dunision
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